know^n at that time as the orders Filices and Ophioglossaceae. The treatmtni: is full but concise, the style clear, the figures for the most part excellent; and the work as a whole must be regarded as the foundation for all subsequent studies of North American ferns. Without its good influence it is unlikelv that the present degree of progress could have been attained-, but we should remember first of all that it represents a critical estimate of the groups as they were understood over twenty years ago, and that since its appearance there has elapsed a period marked by unexampled botanical activity and progress.
There has been collected in the meantime abundant material of many species either entirely new or then represented in herbaria l)y mere fragments, and with the aid of these specimens careful studies have been accomplished in 
